Department of Business and Public Affairs

College Now (Concurrent Enrollment) Accreditation

Political Science General Information
Course Evaluation Reports and Methodology
Evaluations will be collected by Instructor during the last weeks of the semester, and mailed to the Political Science Program at SMSU.  Data from the first twenty questions will be imported into SPSS (the statistical package for the social sciences), and data will be analyzed.  

Data from the one open-ended question will be recorded.  

The results will be reviewed by the Political Science program meeting, and will be reported back to the Instructor.

Course Uniformity Monitoring and Confirmation and Implementation

1.  Instructors are provided a copy of the SMSU College Now syllabus with Course Objectives, Text, Course Requirements, Grading Summary, Grading Scale, Attendance and Academic Honesty Policy, Class Schedule, Time Management Issues, and Schedule of reading chapter and assignments (this schedule dates may vary at different sites). 

2.  Copies of syllabi will be distributed to students each semester, and a copy of each syllabus will be forwarded to the Professor at SMSU.

3.  Instructors will be provided test banks, and instructor resources from the text publishers.  Instructors will maintain access to the SMSU Professor’s website, where up-to-date materials, articles, and assignments are posted.  

4.  A listing of both projects and assignments will be provided to instructors by the SMSU Professor.  

5.  These materials will be reviewed and feedback will be provided to the site Instructors.

6.  Uniformity of the process will be monitored by keeping an onsite file of course syllabi and projects/ assignments.
Hiring policy

College Now instructors are hired by the Political Science program  after careful review of credentials (including complete transcripts, vitae and reference) by the department chair in consultation with the College Now director and the Political Science program.  See Document D (letter to current instructors).

Hiring criteria

In hiring College Now instructors, preference is given to applicants with a master’s degree in Political Science and with teaching experience.  Candidates with an undergraduate major in Political Science or substantial coursework in the field may also be considered if they also have considerable teaching experience.  As is the case for applicants for on-campus academic appointments, this background in Political Science is considered independently of any degrees in education or pedagogy. See Document D.

Videotaped or printed materials provided to teachers during training orientation

Materials for training orientation to the College Now Program including registration, access to on line services, and on site academic standards will be provided at general SMSU College Now Orientation sessions.

The Political Science Program will provide materials including:

1. Current SMSU Program Information including program goals/ mission, major/minor requirements and faculty listing.

2. Information regarding the professional associations including:  The Minnesota Political Science Association, The Midwest Political Science Association, and the American Political Science Association (APSA).  

3. American Political Science Association Website information and materials for undergraduates on careers in Political Science. 

4. Directions on accessing on line the APSA resources:  Political Science Teaching Publications.

5. Access to additional resources on teaching.

6. Current online resources and class materials utilized by SMSU Political Science professors in conjunction with American National Government.

7. Listing of websites to facilitate student projects/class discussions.

8. Listing of materials to aid in class and lecture presentations.

Seminar/Workshop Announcements, Agendas, and Attendance Records

1.  Announcements will be forwarded via email.

2.  Agendas will be posted on email for SMSU College Now Sessions.

3.  Attendance Records will be recorded via forms found in Standard.

