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Capital Punishment is Murder and Must be Abolished

Capital punishment is murder.  The state puts to death people who have committed crimes that society deems too heinous to allow, and enforces the ultimate penalty by taking  the life of one of its citizens.  Capital punishment is wrong because it constitutes cruel and unusual punishment—even lethal injection causes tremendous suffering and does not always work on the first administration.  Capital punishment does not deter crime.  The death penalty is a violation of the Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and this barbaric practice puts us in ‘bad company’ with Iran, China, and Saudi Arabia—the few nations that still practice this barbaric punishment, and opens us to the horrors of wrongful execution—the prosecution and killing of innocent citizens for capital crimes that they did not commit. For these reasons, the death penalty in America must be abolished as unjust and inconsistent with the goals of a free society dedicated to preserving the rights of its citizens to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
A Brief History of Capital Punishment

The history of capital punishment goes back to ancient times.  According to historian Martin Mussleman, Professor Emeritus of the University of Chicago, in ancient Babylon, BCE 2100, the death penalty was incurred for any number of crimes, including theft of expensive  items, adultery (women only), consistent mistakes in selling a short ‘baker’s dozen’ of important food items, and—of course—murder. This history shows us that the death penalty is practiced by totalitarian × SP nations to exercise fear and control over its people who have few rights and freedoms.  Because the Emperor was cruel in exercising total control and power to terrorize people into coming into line, the legal system was very strong and complicated (Babylonian Codex).  Because the law was “codified’ or written down and set in stone, it could not be changed easily, this contributing to the permanence of the ruler.  Because ancient Biblical law allowed capital punishment for a number of crimes, including adultery, we today have inherited the death penalty in our own society’s laws. It is important to know that the death penalty was carried out in the Bible.  We have many cases where the King wanted to put people to death, and did.  David was targeted by King Saul and had to flee hiding in a cave from the King’s injustice.  When the Bible gives us a number of cases, we can see where the death penalty was carried out in the book of Judges and the book of Esther (The New King James Bible).  When many ancient peoples practiced the death penalty, they did so with terrible violence to frighten and control their populations.  Rome allowed men as the head of the household to exercise life and death punishment over their families (Musselman).  Roman fathers often had unruly wives and daughters killed or ordered them to commit suicide, the ultimate death penalty.  When a Roman son disobeyed his father, he knew that he was literally taking his life into his own hands.  This kind of practice continued in Italy and across Europe for many centuries.   The primacy of first sons led many Englishmen who were second sons to relocate to colonize America.  When they had no rights and could not inherit any property, title, or social status, many who were not firstborn came to America, we inherited capital punishment from British Common Law.  William and Mary history professor Larry Redford tells us that he first person to be executed in America was William Smythe, an indentured servant was hanged in Williamsburg, Virginia for killing his master.  This execution was the beginning of a terrible legal injustice that has survived until today.  Of the methods of state sponsored murder of convicted felons, one of the most problematic is death by lethal injection.

Lethal injection is carried out ostensibly( as a compassionate alternative to killing prisoners by using the gas chamber or the electric chair; however, studies of 22 executions by lethal injection by the Johns Hopkins University Institute of Forensic Medicine have revealed seven complications with four failures on the first administration of the lethal drugs.  This credible study by internationally recognized expert pathologists Dr. Emil Weiss and Dr. Milton Stone provides case study evidence that lethal injection meets the criteria of cruel and unusual punishment—which is prohibited by the United States Constitution (Lethal Injection).  The example of convicted murderer/rapist Harold Willis perfectly demonstrates the sad failure of lethal injection to prevent suffering during execution, and is clear proof that lethal injection constitutes ‘cruel and unusual punishment’.  On April 8, 2009, Willis was placed on a gurney, an intravenous needle was placed in his arm, and  drugs flexaril, a relaxant, and inotrol were administered by medical technicians at 11:54 pm.  The drugs, XXXX and XXXX are supposed to act in this way:
On administration of flexaril the dose of 150 units, the muscles relax, heart rate and breathing slow, and the patient seems to fall asleep.  Immediately, a dose of the drug inotrol, determined by weight and age is injected into the IV line; the heart stops beating and the patient dies of cardiac arrest.  
Death should occur in 10 to 30 seconds.  In Harold Willis’ case, however, a catastrophic failure of the lethal injection occurred, causing the man to suffer terribly.   The first drug was administered to Willis, and he seemed to relax and to fall asleep.  Thirty seconds later, the man’s 6 foot 5 inch tall body began to tremble, then he began to suffer violent muscular seizures that continued for nearly a minute and a half while technicians discussed what to do before taking action to end his suffering—and his life.   Willis’ mother and 18 year-old brother watched as Willis endured the seizure, foaming at the mouth and nearly knocking to the ground the gurney to which he was strapped with heavy leather hand, arm, leg, and torso restraints.  Technicians administered a second dose inotrol, Willis’ heart stopped beating, and death occurred almost immediately as onlookers, including the victim’s family, watched in shock and horror.  Willis’ family and friends screamed and sobbed uncontrollably until they were forced from the death chamber by family Pastor Eddie Russell and Penitentiary guards (Willis Torture).
Weiss and Stone describe the incident in the clearest terms:


On administration of the first drug, flexaril at the accepted dosage of 150 mg ppbw, the patient seemed to relax.  His blood pressure dropped from 160/120 to 110/80.  The second drug, inotrol, was administered at the accepted dosage of 75mg ppbw.  The patient’s heart rate slowed from 110 bpm to 52 bpm within 30 seconds.  Patient then suffered a series of grand mal seizures over the course of approximately 90 seconds.  A second administration of inotrol at a dosage of 100 mg ppbw was made as patient continued to seize.  Death occurred at 12:05.07 am.  Postmortem examination indicates that patient suffered grand mal seizure.  Pulmonary embolism--2 (cerebrum and cerebellum) also indicted

Multiple simple fractures to left leg, right and left arms
Cause of death:  cardiac arrest and subsequent cascade failure with multiple cerebral and cerebellar involvements (91-92).
In short, the lethal injection process failed miserably, and Harold Willis suffered in extremis for nearly two minutes before his life was finally extinguished by a second dose of the drug that should have stopped his heart in one dose. The seizures Willis suffered were violent enough to cause fractures to his arms and legs.   Since Willis’ execution, his brother, Nelson Willis, has been hospitalized twice for post-traumatic stress disorder and depression.  Nannette Edwards, his mother, passed away three months after her eldest son, Harold’s, death. The Southern Poverty Law and Justice Center, the ACLU, and the NAACP have launched justice campaigns and civil lawsuits seeking punitive and monetary damages on behalf of Harold Willis and the Willis family (Execution Gaffe).  
None of their sincere efforts can restore Willis to life nor can anything erase the agony he suffered at the hands of the Commonwealth of Virginia in its determined efforts to execute him for the crimes he admitted to committing in a written confession and a letter of apology to his victim’s family.  It is important to note as a sidebar to this case that the Dutch manufacturer of inotrol, which has legitimate medical uses in cardiac surgery and treatment of cardiac disease, is no longer selling the drug to penal institutions in the United States for use in executions; executioners in this country are now purchasing the drug from manufacturers in Mexico and Peru.
Thus ends the selected sample….

Comments

Please see me for a 15 minute individual conference before you do any revision

The thesis paragraph and lethal injection failure example are clear, well-written, and convincing.  How much time/how many revisions?

The history section is very, very rough, hesitant, and underdeveloped.  What was your process here?  Is this discovery phase writing?  Let’s think this over….
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-
	1. The thesis paragraph is solid:  the  thesis statement and essay roadmap with a list of supporting points are clear.  What was your planning process? Draft process? You might want to use the same successful processes for other essays.
	4. Section one outlining the history of capital punishment is too long.  This reader lost patience waiting for the first argument to be presented.   Think about what you might cut from this section, or cutting the entire section,  and let’s talk about that revision in conference.

	2. The ‘Bad Company’ argument against capital punishment is clear, complete, and well supported.  What was your idea discovery and draft process?  It worked well.  Again, the process is working.  You’ve made real progress from the process struggles you experienced in writing the narrative and the profile essays. 
Your reflection on what you do when you write and the changes you have made to the process are really paying off.  Good work!
	5. Discussion of lethal injection as cruel and unusual punishment is not clear.  Revise all of those pesky dependent clauses and make clear, direct statements of fact and opinion that match the solid tone of the example you use to set up the argument
See Writing for Clarity, Managing Subordination on pp. 87-93 in the handbook.   See me after class briefly if you have questions about this before our conference.

	3. Section two examples and description of lethal injection as are absolutely compelling Well done!

(Note:  Work on the follow-on arguments that lethal injection is cruel and unusual punishment. The example establishes the moral imperative.  The moral and ethical arguments need development Let’s discuss in conference.)
	6. Format needs work:  Review MLA format guidelines & the sample paper on the Purdue OWL site.  1.25 margins and single spaced body text are not correct.

(Note:  BUT Your in text attributions and citations are correct.  Proper indentation of long quote correct.  Very Good.)


Check MLA Style at Purdue OWL.  Double space header, body and Works Cited page


Center title








Is this history section necessary?


Does it add anything to your argument?


Or does it delay your presentation of the first argument?


Is it clear, complete, well developed, and in keeping with the rest of the essay? 


Cut this section? Remember 2,000 word limit on this assignment





This is an excellent explanation and introduction to the example





Good segue from historical execution to lethal injection today


Solid strategy to connect previous and following paragraphs with repeated phrase





Why quote rather than paraphrase the source, here? 


Is the original language  very compelling?





What is the purpose of this material?





What are you trying to accomplish, here?


Is this material necessary?
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