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SMSU School of Education Mission:

The mission of the Professional Education programs at SMSU is to create inclusive communities of
practice where each learner is an active participant in the investigation of learning, teaching, and
leadership processes. Teachers and learners will engage in educational theory, research, inquiry, critical
reflection, and application in pursuit of excellence in a culturally responsive education.

SMSU School of Education Vision:
Inclusive communities of practice investigating learning and teaching.




Description of the Conceptual Framework

The School of Education at Southwest Minnesota State University (SMSU) is comprised of the
undergraduate and graduate faculty and the Dean of Business, Education, Professional and
Graduate Studies responsible for educator licensure programs. Undergraduate and graduate
educator licensure candidates demonstrate the Minnesota Standards of Effective Practice and
the standards of the SMSU framework Inclusive Communities of Practice Investigating
Learning and Teaching. The non-licensure graduate students demonstrate the National Board
of Professional Teaching Standards plus one additional SMSU standard in educator leadership.
The framework illustrates a relationship between learning and teaching in the context of
participation in communities and globally.

Inclusive Communities of Practice

Communities are social units where people live and work together in a variety of ways and
places. In communities, people participate in communication, negotiation, ownership, values
definition, and socio-cultural interactions. Inclusive Communities of Practice provide
opportunities for educators to experience authentic, caring relationships. Participation in
purposeful, inquiring, inclusive communities is critical for effective learning. (Banks &McGee
Banks, 2003; Boyer, 1995; DuFour & Eaker, 1998; Jalongo, Jalongo, & Elam, 1991; Peck,
1987; Palloff, R.M. & Pratt, K. 1999; Senge, Kleiner, Cambron-McCabe, Smith, Lucas, &
Dutton, 2000; Sergiovanni, 1994; Shapiro & Levine, 1999; Wald & Castleberry, 2000;
Wenger, 1998; Garrison, 2011; Oakes, Lipton, Anderson, & Stillman, 2016).

Community members are continually involved with collaborative projects, resulting in
practices that reflect these efforts and social relationships. Practice involves experiencing
global communities constructing meaning out of participation. Wenger defines “practice” as a
“way of talking about the shared historical and social resources, frameworks, and perspectives
that sustain mutual engagement in action” (1998, p.5). Learners and educators reflect upon
their practices, make decisions as they implement instruction, and interact with peers. As
professionals reflect throughout their practice, theories are examined to inform practice.
Members of Inclusive Communities of Practice experience successes and failures, chaos and
order, harmony and conflict (Senge, et al., 2000; Wheatley, 2001; Oakes, Lipton, Anderson,
& Stillman, 2016). Engagement is a process driven by values and active learning, which guides
instruction. Practice and community unite when people are engaged in actions and
relationships.

Investigating Learning and Teaching

Learning and teaching are linked through intentional instruction that guides learners. Effective
teaching provides resources and opportunities for meaningful participation in the context of
learning.

Constructivism, a theory about knowledge and learning, emerges as a foundation for
understanding the teaching and learning process (Brooks & Brooks, 1993; Dewey, 1997, 1938;



Girod, 2002; von Glasserfield, 1996; Oakes, Lipton, Anderson, & Stillman, 2016).
Investigating is the study of conditions necessary for learning and teaching (Dewey, 1997,
1916). Educators provide learning environments where learners search for meaning, appreciate
uncertainty, and inquire responsibly. Collectively, educators and learners support socio-cultural
interactions, cooperative learning, and interdisciplinary curricula.

Educators create opportunities for learners to understand relationships between learning and
teaching. Inclusive Communities of Practice are formed to engage learners in the teaching and
learning process through collaboration, culturally responsive practices, assessment, and
reflection.

The Seven Core Values

To accomplish the mission of the School of Education at Southwest Minnesota State University,
Inclusive Communities of Practice Investigating Learning and Teaching include the core values
of (1) inquiry, (2) human diversity, (3) socio-cultural interactions, (4) learning environments, (5)
belief, value, and knowledge structures, (6) democracy, and (7) leadership.

Inquiry involves the use of research and reflective processes for learning. Affirming human
diversity helps to support Inclusive Communities of Practice. Socio-cultural interaction requires
understanding and applying cultural and social learning theories in context. Positive learning
environments nurture and enhance learning. Belief, value, and knowledge structures guide
learners to organize and construct meaning, which informs their practice and promotes
democracy. Leadership involves engaged, collaborative learning opportunities in which all
members share responsibility. These core values are reflected in our professional dispositions in
the School of Education.

The Conceptual Framework Model

The Conceptual Framework is illustrated by a modified Yin Yang model. This model illustrates
balance among factors that reflect natural parts of the dynamic learning process in Inclusive
Communities of Practice Investigating Learning and Teaching. In the colored model, tan
represents the diversity of communities with green illustrating growth through scholarship and
practice, and the continual movement of the professional education process.

Concluding Statement
Under the guidance and support of the School of Education, candidates form connections using

the Inclusive Communities of Practice Investigating Learning and Teaching, the Seven Core
Values, and the Conceptual Framework Model to become effective practitioners.



Bibliography

Abdal-Haqgq, I. (1998). Constructivism in teacher education: Considerations for those who would link
practice to theory. ERIC Digest. (ED426986)
Angelo, T. A., & Cross, K. C. (1993). Classroom Assessment Technique Examples. (2nd ed.). Jossey-Bass.
New York, NY: John Wiley & Sons.

Banks, J. A., & McGee Banks, C. A. (2003). Multicultural education: Issues and perspectives (4th ed.).
New York, NY: John Wiley & Sons.

Boyer, E. L. (1995). The basic school: A community for learning. Princeton, NJ: Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching.

Brooks, J. G., & Brooks, M.G. (1999). In search of understanding: The case for constructivist
classrooms. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Bullough, Jr. R. V. (2019) Empathy, teaching dispositions, social justice and teacher
education. Teachers and Teaching, 25:5, 507-522, DOI: 10.1080/13540602.2019.1602518

Cunningham, W. G. & Cordeiro, P. A. (2009). Educational leadership: A bridge to improved practice,
(4th ed.) Boston, MA: Pearson.

Danielson, C. (2006). Teacher leadership that strengthens professional practice. Alexandria, VA:
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Dantonio, M. (2001). Collegial coaching: Inquiry into the teaching self (2nd ed.). Bloomington, IN: Phi
Delta Kappa.

Darling-Hammond, L., & Richardson, N. (2009). Teacher learning: What matters? Educational
Leadership, 66(5), 46-55.

Dewey, J. (1997). Democracy and education: An introduction to the philosophy of education. Riverside,
NJ: Simon & Schuster. (Original work published 1916)

Dewey, J. (1997). Experience and education. Riverside, NJ: Simon & Schuster. (Original work
published 1938)

DuFour, Richard, DuFour, Rebecca, Eaker, R., & Karhanek, G. (2004). Whatever it takes: How
professional learning communities respond when kids don’t learn. Bloomington, IN: National
Educational Service.

DuFour, R., & Eaker, R. (1998). Professional learning communities at work: Best practices for
enhancing student achievement. Bloomington, IN: National Education Service.

Educational Leadership. (2015). Creating caring schools: Trust in schools: A core resource for school
reform. Retrieved from http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-
leadership/mar03/vol60/num06/Trust-in-Schools@-A-Core-Resource-for-School-Reform.aspx.




Fogarty, R., & Pete, B. (Dec. 2009/Jan. 2010). Professional learning 101: A syllabus of seven protocols.
Phi Delta Kappan, 91, 32-32.

Garrison, D. R. (2011). E-learning in the 21* century: A framework for research and practice. (2" ed.).
New York, NY: Routledge.

Girod, G. R. (2002). Connecting teaching and learning: A handbook for teacher educators on teacher
work sample methodology. Washington, DC: American Association of Colleges for Teacher
Education.

Gonct, A. et al. (2012). Crossing the boundaries: The need to integrate school leadership and early
childhood education. Mid-Western Educational Researcher, 26(1), 66-75.

Grant, C. A. (1994) Best Practices in Teacher Preparation for Urban Schools: Lessons from the
Multicultural Teacher Education Literature, Action in Teacher Education, 16:3, 1-
18. DOI: 10.1080/01626620.1994.10463204

Jalongo, M. R., Jalongo, M., & Elam, S. M. (1991). Creating learning communities: The role of the
teacher in the 21st century. Bloomington, IN: National Educational Service.

Johnson, A. (2015). Human diversity: Human diversity in education. Retrieved from
http://www.academia.edu/9878443/HUMAN_DIVERSITY_ IN_EDUCATION.

Jonassen, D. H., & Lund, S. M. (2012.). Theoretical foundations of learning environments (2nd ed.).
Florence, KY: Routledge, Taylor & Francis.

Lantolf, J. P., & Poehler, M. (2014) Sociocultural theory and the pedagogical imperative in L2
education: Vygotskian praxis and the research/practice divide. New York, NY: Routledge.

Lieberman, A., & Miller, L. (1999). Teachers--transforming their world and their work. Alexandria,
VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Mchenry, N., & Kelly, M. (2022). Teaching the whole child requires the whole teacher: Embedding
socioemotional perceptions and dispositions into a culturally responsive teacher preparation
program. Education, Citizenship and Social Justice, 0(0).
https://doi.org/10.1177/17461979221103786

Mercer, N., Howe, C. (2014). Explaining the dialogic processes of teaching and learning: The value and
potential of sociocultural theory. University of Cambridge, United Kingdom.

National Association for the Education of Young Children. (2009). Infograph 5 guidelines for effective
teaching. Retrieved from http://www.naeyc.org/.

National Association for the Education of Young Children. (2009). Position statement NAEYC
excellence and equity, comprehensive, effective curriculum, improving teaching and learning.
Retrieved from http://www.naeyc.org/.




National Association for the Education of Young Children. (2009). Where we stand on preparation
standards. Retrieved from http://www.naeyc.org/.

National Research Council. (2001). Knowing what students know: The science and design of
educational assessment. Committee on the Foundations of Assessment, Pelligrino, J.,
Chudowsky, N., and Glaser, R., editors, Board on Testing and Assessment, Center for
Education, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education. Washington, DC:
National Academy Press

Nieto, S. (2009). From surviving to thriving. Educational Leadership, 66(5), 8-13.

Oakes, J., Lipton, M., Anderson, L., & Stillman, J. (2016). Teaching to change the world. (2™ ed.). New
York, NY: Routledge.

Oran, G. (2009). Culturally Relevant Pedagogy. The Gale Group. Retrieved from:
http://www.education.com/reference/article/culturally-relevant-pedagogy/

Palloff, R. M., & Pratt, K. (1999). Building learning communities in cyberspace. Effective strategies
for the online classroom. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Peck, M. S. (1987). The different drum: Community-making and peace. New York, NY: A
Touchstone Book.

Schiering, M. S., Bogner, D., & Bull-Holmberg, J. (2011). Teaching and Learning a Model for Academic
and Social Cognition. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Education.

Schon, D. A. (1990). Educating the reflective practitioner. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Senge, P. M. (2006). The fifth discipline: The art and practice of the learning organization. New York,
NY: Random House.

Senge, P. M., Kleiner, A., Cambron-McCabe, N. H., Smith, B., Lucas, T., & Dutton, J. (2000).
Schools that learn: A fifth discipline field book for educators, parents, and everyone who cares
about education. New York, NY: Doubleday.

Sergiovanni, T. J. (1994). Building community in schools. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Shapiro, N. S., & Levine, J. H. (1999). Creating learning communities: A practical guide to winning
support, organizing for change, and implementing programs. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Stites, M., Rakes, C., Noggle, A. & Shah, S.(2018).Preservice Teacher Perceptions of Preparedness to
Teach in Inclusive Settings as an Indicator of Teacher Preparation Program Effectiveness.

Discourse and Communication for Sustainable Education,9(2) 21-39. Retrieved
from: https://doi.org/10.2478/dcse-2018-0012

von Glasserfield, E. (1996). Introduction: Aspects of constructivism curriculum theory, perspectives,
and practice. New York, NY: Teachers College Press.

Wald, P. J., & Castleberry, M. S. (Eds.). (2000). Educators as learners: Creating a professional



learning community in your school. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and
Curriculum.

Warren, C. A. (2018). Empathy, Teacher Dispositions, and Preparation for Culturally Responsive
Pedagogy. Journal of Teacher Education, 69(2), 169—-183.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022487117712487

Wenger, E. (1998). Communities of practice: Learning, meaning, and identity. New York, NY:
Cambridge University Press.

Wheatley, M. (2001). Leadership and the new science: Discovering order in a chaotic world (Rev. ed.).
Williston, VT: Berrett-Koehler.

Adopted: Date Unknown
Reviewed: 2015
Updated: 2.2016 | 11.2022



