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eyeS On tHe miSSiOn
When you say the word “accreditation” around a university, people
understand. If you’re not accredited,
you might as well shut the doors. “If
we’re not accredited, we lose Title IV
federal funding. Credits won’t transfer to other accredited institutions
and students won’t want to graduate
from non-accredited programs because they don’t
hold the same
currency, or
weight,” said Lori
Baker, the selfstudy coordinator
at SMSU as it
prepares for the
oct. 20-22 Higher
Learning Commission campus
accreditation
visit.
IM
every 10
years, SMSU
ATe
goes through the
accreditation reSMSU
view process. It is
overseen by the
Higher Learning Commission. Based
in Chicago, it is the accrediting
agency for a 20-state Midwest region.
What goes into accreditation?
More than the average person will
ever know. At the heart of it all, however, is the institution’s self-study, a
200-page-plus document that covers
five criteria:
• Mission
• Integrity: ethical and Responsible Conduct
• Teaching and Learning: Quality,
Resources and Support
• Teaching and Learning: evaluation and Improvement
• Resources, Planning and Institutional effectiveness.
“I am the self-study coordinator,”
said Baker. “(Provost) Beth (Weatherby) and I co-direct the Steering
Committee of 16 members. It’s comprised mostly of directors, administrators and representatives of
different (bargaining) units on campus. The Student Association president is also a member.”
each of the five criteria has a separate team assigned whose charge is
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to draft a chapter of the self-study
document. once those are submitted,
the editing process begins.
The final self-study document also
includes a section on federal compliance. “That’s heavy with worksheets
and data,” said Baker. There are
some chapters that will lead off the
report ? how the university responded
to the 2004 review, changes to the
university in the last 10 years, etc. ?
but the five criteria chapters remain
the cornerstone of the document.
“The chapter on Mission is important,” she said. “Writing that was
difficult because so much of what’s
there will be referenced in other
chapters. everything in the self-study
has to relate to the university’s mission. There’s a lot of cross-referencing to that chapter.”
Coordinating such an undertaking
takes someone with certain personality traits: an eye for detail, a good
writer, a sense of humor and a thorough understanding of the university.
“For 13 years before becoming the
self-study coordinator I directed the
Writing Center on campus. I worked
with Student Services and the academic side and worked with groups
across campus. I also served on a
number of committees, and have a
real sense of history of this place.
“I like writing and editing, and I
think it’s fun to play with words and
incorporate thoughts of many people
in the editing process. one thing you
have to remember is that you’re writing for people who don’t know
SMSU, so you want to give them the
information, and details, to understand the university.”
Baker is a Wayne, Neb., native
who earned her undergraduate degree
in english from the University of Nebraska-Kearney. “I was one of the
first tutors in the writing center at
Kearney, and had professors encourage me to go to graduate school,” she
said. Baker earned a master’s and
doctorate in Composition and Rhetoric from Purdue University.
She came to SMSU right out of
graduate school, and became interested in the accreditation process
when she became friends with Mary
Hickerson, the last accreditation co-
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Lincoln on lead?
GoReN oN BRIDGe

ordinator, who
was a peer in the
english department. She applied
for the coordinator position —
she’s not sure how
many applied, and
doesn’t want to
know — and has
been at it ever
since.
Baker
She’s working
full-time on accreditation this academic year after having transitioned
from the classroom to her current duties over the past two years as the
self-study process moves toward
deadline.
The self-study document will be
delivered to the HLC visitation team
two months before its visit. That
group of anywhere from four to eight
individuals will then come on campus and meet with individuals and
groups. It will later issue its findings
and a report of suggestions to the university.
each of the HLC visitors in october is called a peer reviewer. SMSU
President Dr. Connie J. Gores has
been a peer review team member in
the past, and her insight has been invaluable in the process, said Baker.
The five draft chapters will be discussed at an all-university meeting
and input taken. The first all-university meeting, for the draft chapter on
Mission, took place this past Thursday.
“President Gores has shared with
me that our open process of putting
these chapters online and asking for
feedback is not that common at other
institutions. It’s not always such a
public process, but we want to do
that here because we have a lot of
people who are invested in the university and who want to be a part of
the process.”
Baker and her husband, Larry Magrath, are the parents of three children: Mitchell, 18; Weston, 15; and
Daniel, 12.
She’s happy that the process is
moving forward, and looks forward
to the HLC visit on oct. 20. “We’ll
be ready,” she said.

Both vulnerable. South deals.

WEST
♠AJ 8 5 2
♥J
♦QJ9
♣ A9 7 3

NORTH
♠K94
♥874
♦ K 10 7 2
♣ KQJ

SOUTH
♠Q76
♥ A K 10 6 2
♦A8 6 3
♣4

EAST
♠ 10 3
♥Q953
♦54
♣ 10 8 6 5 2

The bidding:
SOUTH
WEST
NORTH
1♥
1♠
2♠*
3♥
Pass
4♥
Pass
Pass
*Heart fit, 10 plus points

EAST
Pass
Pass

opening lead: Jack of ♥
South took a moment to analyze the opening lead. It certainly was not from jack doubleton or jack third. A lead
from either of those holdings gives away a trump trick on
many layouts. It must be either a singleton jack or a deceptive lead from queen-jack doubleton. South stole a glance at
the opening leader — noted his top hat, craggy features and
dark beard — and decided he was an honest man.
Declarer won the trump lead in hand and led a diamond
to the board’s king, West splitting his honors. Next came the
seven of trumps from dummy, declarer letting it run when
east played low. Success! South repeated the trump finesse,
finished drawing trumps, then led a club to knock out the
ace. The king of spades was a late entry to the clubs and
South had 10 tricks — five hearts, one spade and two tricks
in each minor.
Note that if South misreads the trump position and
cashes both the ace and king, the defense can always prevail. Say declarer leads a club at trick three. West wins and
plays a low spade, threatening to give east a ruff. Dummy
wins the king and cashes two club tricks while South discards his remaining two spades. Next comes a trump toward
his 10. east rises with the queen and plays his remaining
spade. South can ruff this and draw trumps, but he uses his
last trump in the process. When he concedes a diamond,
West will have a black winner for the fourth defensive trick.
Tannah Hirsch and Bob Jones welcome readers’ responses sent in care of this newspaper or to Tribune Content Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove Dr., Suite 175,
Addison, Texas 75001. E-mail responses may be sent to
tcaeditors@tribune.com.

Smoking FRoM PAGe 1A
effects that aren’t yet understood, complicate public health messages. And if current
trends continue unabated, 5.6 million of
today’s children and teens will go on to die
prematurely during adulthood because of
smoking, the report found.
Remarkably, the report adds more entries
to the official list of smoking-caused diseases, including Type 2 diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis, erectile dysfunction, the
macular degeneration that can blind older
adults, two additional cancers — liver and
colorectal — and cleft palate birth defects.
“enough is enough,” said Lushniak. He
urged new resolve to end smoking by increasing use of proven tobacco-control
measures, including price hikes for cigarettes and expanding comprehensive indoor-smoking bans that he said currently
cover about half the population.
The report also encourages research into
newer ideas, such as whether lowering the
amount of addictive nicotine in cigarettes
would help people quit.
Here are some ways the smoking landscape has changed between the 1964 surgeon general’s report and Friday’s:
1964: The surgeon general declares that
cigarette smoking increases deaths.

2014: About 20.8 million people in the
U.S. have died from smoking-related diseases since then, a toll the report puts at 10
times the number of Americans who have
died in all of the nation’s wars combined.
Most were smokers or former smokers, but
nearly 2.5 million died from heart disease
or lung cancer caused by secondhand
smoke.
1964: Heavy smoking is declared the
main cause of lung cancer, at least in men.
“The data for women, though less extensive, point in the same direction.”
2014: Today, lung cancer is the top cancer killer, and women who smoke have
about the same risk of dying from it as men.
As smoking has declined, rates of new lung
cancer diagnoses are declining nearly 3 percent a year among men and about 1 percent
a year among women.
1964: Male smokers were dying of heart
disease more than nonsmokers, but the surgeon general stopped short of declaring cigarettes a cause of heart disease.
2014: Today, heart disease actually
claims more lives of smokers 35 and older
than lung cancer does. Likewise, secondhand smoke is riskier for your heart.

Smoke-free laws have been linked to reductions in heart attacks. Friday’s surgeon general report also found that secondhand
smoke increases the risk of a stroke.
1964: Smoking in pregnancy results in
low-birth-weight babies.
2014: Friday’s report said 100,000 of the
smoking-caused deaths over the past 20
years were babies who died of sudden infant death syndrome, or SIDS, or complications from prematurity, low birth weight or
other conditions related to parents’ smoking. And it adds cleft palate birth defects to
that list of smoking risks to babies.
1964: The more you smoke, the bigger
the risk of death.
2014: Smokers are estimated to shorten
their life by more than a decade. But stopping can lower that risk; sooner is better.
1964: That first report focused mostly on
lung effects and couldn’t prove whether certain other illnesses were caused by smoking.
2014: Doctors now know that smoking
impacts nearly every organ of the body, and
Friday’s report said medical care for smoking-caused illnesses is costing the country

more than $130 billion a year. Add to that
lost productivity of more than $150 billion
a year.
1964: Cigarettes were the major concern. “The habitual use of tobacco is related
primarily to psychological and social
drives, reinforced and perpetuated by pharmacological (drug) actions of nicotine.”
2014: “The tobacco industry continues
to introduce and market new products that
establish and maintain nicotine addiction,”
Friday’s report says. The percentage of middle and high school students who use electronic or e-cigarettes more than doubled
between 2011 and 2012.
1964: That first report called for “remedial actions” to reduce smoking. Warning
labels on cigarette packaging started appearing a year later.
2014: With warnings now everywhere,
Friday’s report says, “We know that increasing the cost of cigarettes is one of the most
powerful interventions we can make.” In
2012, the average price of a pack of cigarettes was $6, largely reflecting an increase
in state and federal taxes. For every 10 percent increase in the price, there’s a 4 percent
drop in smoking.

South Sudan: ‘Horrifying Ohio man’s children says his execution was torture
DAyToN, ohio (AP) — row — nobody deserves to unusual punishment, said at- injustice, because it deprives
An ohio killer’s unusually go through that,” he said.
torney Jon Paul Rion, repre- people of life unjustly, then
human rights disaster’
slow execution amounted to
ohio prisons spokes- senting McGuire’s children. the state of ohio should not
torture, the man’s adult children said Friday as they announced plans to sue over
his death.
Dennis McGuire’s son,
also named Dennis, and
McGuire’s daughter, Amber,
referred to the “agony and
terror” of watching him as
he appeared to gasp in his
final moments Thursday.
The two siblings used the
same words the condemned
man’s attorneys employed in
trying to keep him being executed with a never-beforetried combination of lethal
injection drugs
Amber McGuire said she
was so horrified that she
covered her ears so she
wouldn’t hear the sounds her
father made, and her brother
described it as torture.
“I don’t feel like anybody
deserves that — families, or
my dad, anybody on death

woman Joellen Smith had
no comment on how the execution went but said a review will be conducted as
usual.
McGuire, 53, was put to
death for the 1989 rape and
fatal stabbing of a pregnant
newlywed, Joy Stewart.
He made loud snorting
noises during one of the
longest executions since
ohio resumed capital punishment in 1999.
Nearly 25 minutes passed
between the time the lethal
drugs began flowing and
McGuire was pronounced
dead.
executions under the old
method were typically much
shorter and did not cause the
kind of sounds McGuire
made.
The execution violated
McGuire’s constitutional
protection against cruel and
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He called the execution unquestionably cruel.
“The question is whether
or not the state of ohio
should duplicate the actions
of a criminal. And our answer is no,” Rion said. “If
we are going to condemn the
actions of a person as being
wrong because it creates
pain, because it creates victims, because it creates an

duplicate those actions.”
It’s
almost
certain
lawyers will use McGuire’s
execution to challenge
ohio’s plans to put a condemned
Cleveland-area
killer to death in March.
Prison officials gave
McGuire intravenous doses
of two drugs, the sedative
midazolam
and
the
painkiller hydromorphone.
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anymore,” the U.N. official said. “It was completely burnt down.”
Simonovic told a news
conference that he saw at
least 15 dead bodies in
Bentiu — in the oil-rich
state of Unity — including
one man’s arms bound behind his back.
“We have heard and have
allegations of a large number
of victims bound tied and
killed. However I myself
have only seen by the road
one victim,” he said.
Simonovic said an independent and impartial
fact-finding commission
should be established to
investigate the crimes and
make those responsible
accountable.
“It is punishable not
only to command and
commit crime but to not
prevent them when you
could and should have,” he
said.
Simonovic would not
describe the month-long
fighting as a civil war but
an “internal armed conflict” with ethnic dimensions between the Dinka
and Nuer tribes. In terms
of the number dead Simonovic said: “I would
not like to be specific in
how many thousands but
we are talking many thousands.”
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JUBA, South Sudan
(AP) — The United Nations has evidence of the
use of child soldiers and
mass atrocities committed
by both sides warring in
South Sudan, a “horrifying
human rights disaster” that
has killed thousands, the
U.N.’s top humanitarian
official said Friday.
Mass killings, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detentions
and
sexual
violence are some of the
other violations seen in the
country, said U.N. Assistant Secretary-General for
Human Rights Ivan Simonovic.
“Quite a number of
child soldiers have been
recruited in the so-called
White Army,” he said, referring to the Nuer tribe’s
militia fighting in Jonglei
state. “We are thoroughly
investigating these allegations.”
South Sudan’s conflict
broke out Dec. 15 as a political dispute but quickly
broke down along ethnic
lines between followers of
the president, an ethnic
Dinka, and the former vice
president, a Nuer.
The city of Bentiu —
one of the cities that have
traded hands between government and rebel forces
— “simply did not exist

