Course Proposal for MnTC Goal 3: Natural Sciences
Goal 3: To improve students' understanding of natural science principles and of the methods of scientific inquiry, i.e., the ways in which scientists investigate natural science phenomena. As a basis for lifelong learning, students need to know the vocabulary of science and to realize that while a set of principles has been developed through the work of previous scientists, ongoing scientific inquiry and new knowledge will bring changes in some of the ways scientists view the world. By studying the problems that engage today's scientists, students learn to appreciate the importance of science in their lives and to understand the value of a scientific perspective. Students should be encouraged to study both the biological and physical sciences.  
Instructions for using the electronic version of this form:

1. Click in the gray areas and type (the space will expand as needed).

2. Explain specifically how this course will satisfy the MnTC learning outcomes in Part 3.

3. Attach this document to the Major (and possibly Less than Major) Significance Curriculum forms.

4. Attach a detailed syllabus as well as any other supporting documentation, including rubrics or other assessment plans.

5. Submit 13 copies to the Academic Dean’s office and 1 copy to the Chair of the Curriculum Committee.
Faculty member:      


Phone number:      
E-mail:      
Course number and title:      
Pre-requisites:      
Part 1: Major Content Areas:
Please provide a numbered list of the major content areas that are typically included in this course. These are the key topics that are covered by instructors (e.g. chapter titles).

     
Part 2: General Learning Outcomes:

Please provide a numbered list of the general learning outcomes that are typically included in this course. These are the goals or objectives of the course as stated on the syllabus (e.g. critical thinking, improved writing skills).

     
Part 3: MnTC Learning Outcomes: 
According to MnSCU policy, at least 51% of the competencies described below must be met for a course to be approved in the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum. Competencies which are approved by the Liberal Education Committee will be circled for administrative records.
1. How will this course prepare students to demonstrate understanding of scientific theories?

      
2. How will this course prepare students to formulate and test hypotheses by performing laboratory, simulation, or field experiments? How will this course develop, in greater depth, students' laboratory experience in the collection of data, its statistical and graphical analysis, and an appreciation of its sources of error and uncertainty?
      
3. How will this course prepare students to communicate their experimental findings, analyses, and interpretations both orally and in writing?
      
4. How will this course prepare students to evaluate societal issues from a natural science perspective, ask questions about the evidence presented, and make informed judgments about science-related topics and policies?
      
Action of the Liberal Education Committee:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Forwarded to the Curriculum Committee with positive recommendation 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Forwarded to the Curriculum Committee with negative recommendation 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Forwarded to the Curriculum Committee without recommendation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Forwarded to the Curriculum Committee with reservations or conditions
Comments:

