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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

  
Dear Students:  
  
It’s hard to believe that our holiday breaks are almost here. I want to thank all of you for your efforts to make 
this semester a safe and meaningful one here on campus.  While we are seeing widespread increases of the 
COVID-19 virus in the community, our on-campus cases have remained manageable. I recognize the sacrifices 
you have made to keep yourself, your classmates, and our campus healthy. For that, I thank you.  
  
As you make plans for the holiday break, I encourage you to be safe and take precautions to protect yourself, 
your family and friends.  We plan to have you return to campus for classes after Thanksgiving and your efforts 
will help us achieve that goal. Staying healthy before, during and after the Thanksgiving break is our first test. 
There are a number recommendations for safe gatherings and alternatives for those who chose not to travel 
outlined in the links below. 
  
Residence Halls will remain open for those who choose to stay on campus over the Thanksgiving break. Please 
continue to follow the new state guidelines for social gatherings and avoid groups where social distancing is not 
possible to help prevent the spread. Continue to wear your mask, wash your hands frequently, and stay six feet 
apart. It is important that we all continue to do our part to slow the spread and keep each other safe. 
  
To help prevent spreading the virus, the State of Minnesota has made available free saliva testing for COVID-19 
that we will be offering on campus on Tuesday, November 17. The tests will be handed out on campus in the 
lower Conference Center for students from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Supplies are limited and will be distributed on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Students must schedule a Zoom appointment to take the test under the video 
supervision of a health professional and then return their sample to the lower Conference Center by 
Wednesday, November 18 at noon. Tests will be shipped immediately for processing. Hopefully, results will be 
returned by Friday, November 20. Students unable to complete the testing by Wednesday, November 18 at 
noon may mail their test directly for processing. Any student who is currently showing symptoms should contact 
Avera at 507-532-9661 for immediate testing and should not come to the Conference Center for a saliva test.  
  
I encourage you to take advantage of this free COVID-19 testing opportunity, even if you do not have symptoms. 
It will help you make choices to protect yourself and those around you prior to the holiday break.  
  
We are looking forward to all of you safely returning to campus after Thanksgiving to finish the semester strong. 
Enjoy the upcoming break and stay safe. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Kumara Jayasuriya 
President  

  
Helpful links from the Minnesota Department of Health: 
Protect Yourself and Others: Traveling 
Safe Holiday Celebrations during COVID-19 
Guidance for Safe Celebrations and Events (PDF) 

  




